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'With God all things are possible'  ‘Where there is love, there is God’ 

The Federation of St Elphege’s and Regina Coeli Catholic Schools will give every child the best possible 
education because each individual is uniquely created and precious to God. As a Catholic community, 

guided by the Holy Spirit, we will follow the example of Jesus Christ in all aspects of daily life. 

With the help of God’s love, the Federation of St Elphege’s and Regina Coeli Catholic Schools will seek 
to develop the whole child. Each child is uniquely created and precious to God and it is the Federation’s 
mission, guided by the Holy Spirit, to nurture each child’s spiritual, moral and academic growth. 

Inspired by the teachings of Christ we will… 

 Develop our children’s faith, spirituality and joy in the love of God 

 Educate our children to the highest standards thus realising their own potential   

  Instil in our children the knowledge, skills and confidence to succeed and take pride in their 

achievements recognising we each have special gifts and talents  

 Encourage everyone to be more than they thought possible, in a secure and loving environment 

 Promote a caring community where we will all behave well. We will be dignified in our actions, 

demonstrating good manners, tolerance, kindness and generosity to ourselves and others 

 Prepare our children today to become tomorrow’s responsible and independent individuals 

equipped to face life’s challenges 

 Ensure our Federation is a happy, safe and welcoming place where we all enjoy learning, work 

hard, support one another and do our best  

 Create an active partnership of love, joy and high expectations between children, parents, 

carers, staff, governors, parishes and the wider community 

Inclusion statement 
The school community will ensure that ALL children irrespective of race, ethnicity, nationality, gender 
(including those who identify as transgender), sexual orientation, ability, special educational need, 
disability, faith or religion, age, culture, socio-economic or home background will have equal access to 
the breadth of this policy.  

The achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our children matter and the school will endeavour to 
promote their individuality. Children with learning disabilities and gifted and talented children will be 
allowed to express themselves according to their ability. Work will be differentiated to meet their 
needs and achievements will be celebrated. 
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MUSIC POLICY 

‘Teach music at school in such a way that it is not a torture but a joy for the pupil; instil a 
thirst for finer music in him, a thirst which will last a lifetime.’ 

Zoltán Kodály 

Rationale 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-
quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their 
talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 
As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to 
compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon. (The National 
Curriculum 2014) 

 

 

Intent 

We aim to enable the children to: 

 Develop skills in performance, improvisation and composition 

 Be able to sing music from a wide range of genres, both in unison and in parts. 

 To develop a love of music-making. 

 To show an awareness of sound and to begin to able to describe these with an increasing 
use of musical terminology. 

 Develop an appreciation of high-quality musical performances and to begin to explain 
the reasons for their likes or dislikes in terms of musical performance. 

 To learn about a range of composers and musicians and to begin to place these on a 
musical time-line. 

 To understand and describe the elements of musical performance, with increasing use of 
musical terminology. 

 To develop the skills required for successful performance. 

 To be able to listen carefully to musical performance and to evaluate these with 
increasing accuracy. 

 To be able to associate music with emotions and to begin to explain how music makes 

them ‘feel’. 
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Specific objectives 

We aim to encourage the children to: 

KS1 

 Use their voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.  

 Play tuned and un-tuned instruments musically.  

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music.  

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of music. 

KS2 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

 Improvise and compose music using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.  

 Use and understand staff and other musical notations.  

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Equal Opportunities 

Children should have equal access to the music curriculum. This applies to all children with 
special educational needs, including the exceptionally able. Children with SEND are supported 
in their music lessons through differentiation/TA support. The choirs are open to all-no 
audition is needed and children sing parts according to their ability. 

We also feel that it is important to encourage certain values and attitudes when planning and 
implementing the National Curriculum 2014.  

In the study of music at St. Elphege's, we want to encourage children to: 

 Be introduced to the work of a wide range of musicians and composers in order to 
develop their appreciation of the richness of our diverse cultural heritage. This should 
include music from a variety of periods, cultures and styles. 

Music and the National Curriculum 

The new National Curriculum 2014 emphasises the teaching of Knowledge, Skills and 
Understanding in music, through the elements of Performance, Composition and Appraisal. 
These aspects are interwoven wherever possible in activities. 
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Implementation 

At St. Elphege's, music is taught using a Kodály-inspired approach to music: Kodály emphasized 
that ‘Only activity can lead someone to a real understanding and appreciation of music.’ So we 
encourage the children to be active learners-they experience the elements of music, before 
they are made conscious.  In KS1, this is primarily achieved through the use of The Jolly Music 

and Inside Music Programmes, which enable non-specialist musicians to deliver the curriculum 
with confidence.  An experienced HLTA teaches Music and Movement in Nursery and music 
lessons based upon Inside Music in Reception. The planning again follows the Kodaly principles.  
Music is taught by specialist music teachers (Music Coordinator and HLTA) at St Elphege’s and 
by class teachers or TAs at Regina Coeli. Visiting music specialists deliver Whole Class Ensemble 
lessons (Soundstart, provided by Croydon Music and Arts) at Regina Coeli, whilst at St 
Elphege’s, WCET is delivered by the Music Coordinator and the visiting violin teacher In these 
lessons and the Y3 ukulele programme, a proportion of the lesson is given over to musicianship, 
where again, songs and games are used to prepare the musical element which is to be made 
conscious in later lessons.  
 
The Music Coordinator plans all music lessons at St Elphege’s and YR and Y6 lessons at Regina 
Coeli (Soundstart is planned and delivered by Croydon Music staff and Y1, 2 and 3 follow the 
Jolly Music Programme.) Training for teachers in music teaching has been provided by the 
Music Coordinator. 
 
Singing plays a major role across the Federation and is encouraged throughout the school. 

Kodály’s principles state that children should be exposed to high-quality music ’of intrinsic 
value’ and, adhering to his ideals, much of the music across the federation is taught using folk 
music. Through the use of this huge bank of appropriate material, coupled with suitable art-
music of varying genres, we present and make conscious new musical elements: the songs help 
children to discover and remember. Using songs, art music and movement, children also learn 
about the structure of music. Apart from the musical experience involved, singing provides an 
additional experience of language: children are exposed to songs where the lyrics scan 
correctly, thus enabling them to experience the natural rhythm of the English language. This is 
particularly helpful for children with English as an additional language but also for those who 
find reading and writing challenging.  
Infant and Junior choirs are led by experienced music practitioners after school on Thursdays, 
at St Elphege’s and on Tuesdays at Regina Coeli for one hour a week. In addition to this, Whole 
School Singing Practice takes place every week for 40 mins, again led by an experienced 
practitioner. In these sessions, the children learn new songs and hymns for liturgies and masses 
and secular songs which reinforce their PSCHE lessons.  
 
The experiences that the children have with their parents at home are also of great value and 
contribute towards a child's sense of musical awareness.  

 
Instrumental lessons are offered on Piano, Violin, Cello, Clarinet, Flute and Guitar. Classroom 
Music and peripatetic lessons are timetabled throughout the day: WCET is at a fixed time each 
week, but Peripatetic lessons are timetabled on a rota, to avoid clashes with the same lessons 
each week. 
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Junk Band at St Elphege’s takes place each week and is open to children in Y4-6. It provides a 
great opportunity for those children who enjoy music to take part in an ensemble in which they 
do not have to purchase an instrument but are still able to develop their musical skills. 
Parent and Toddler Music at St Elphege’s provides a relaxed, sociable experience for carers and 
pre-school children to take part in a song and rhyme-based session for half an hour once a 

week before school. It is a precursor to the sorts of musical learning which takes place in 
nursery and reception classes.  
 
Performance opportunities are many and varied throughout the year, allowing children to show 
what they have learned and to experience live performance: The school choirs sing in many 
local festivals and the Music for Youth national festival. In addition to this, they perform at 
many local events, thus strengthening links with the local community and raising the profile of 
music both within and outside school. They also perform at prestigious concert venues such as 
the Royal Albert Hall, Fairfield Halls and Symphony Hall Birmingham. At school, in the Summer 
Term, all singers and instrumentalists have a chance to compete for the Young Musician and 
Young Pianist trophies and to take part in ‘Music on the Field’ which is a relaxed event where 
the children provide the accompanying music. In the Summer Term, Y6 stage a musical 
production as their end of year show, which involves the whole year group. The WCET children 
perform to Y3. 
 
‘Composer in Focus,’ introduces a new composer every half term. The children are taught facts 
about the composer and a timeline is on display to help them to place the composer into the 
context of what was happening around the world at the time that they were writing. Teachers 

use music by the Composer in Focus for quiet times throughout the school day.  

Continuity and Progression 

Musical planning takes into account the differences in the abilities of our children. Activities 
are selected so that children progress and resources are provided accordingly. Differentiation 
within a class is provided by: 

 Open-ended tasks which and can have a variety of responses. 

 Tasks which increase in difficulty-comparable with the layers within, for example, maths 
lessons in which children are encouraged to challenge themselves: not all children will 
complete every task in every session, but all will have the opportunity to extend their 
learning. 

 In part-playing/singing more difficult parts are created for the high-achieving children 

and simpler parts for those who need them. The choice of which part to play usually 
rests with the children and this encourages self-assessment. 

 Outcome: the children are given the same task but with different expectations for each 
child. 

For lower achieving children, tasks are made more manageable by breaking down the activities 
into smaller parts. For high achieving children, open-ended tasks are offered which encourage 
discovery and further discussion.  
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Teaching and Learning Styles 

The teaching and learning processes should enable pupils to develop a variety of skills:  asking 
questions, examining sources of evidence and understanding their own investigations. Pupils 
should be able to work in a variety of circumstances depending on the type of work including 
individual, group, class and whole school efforts. Music lessons are sometimes linked to other 

topics in the curriculum, for instance, history or geography topics.  

Teaching methods needed to match the needs of the pupils include: active involvement in 
making music, singing, performance, modelling by the teacher, visiting musicians in school, 
own investigations, discussion, interpreting existing music and sounds, visual resources-posters 
of famous musicians and the use of Information Communication Technology. 

Assessment 

Assessment should be regarded as part of the teaching and learning process. It should make a 
constructive contribution to teaching and learning. It should provide individual children with 
opportunities to show what they know, understand and can do. 

Assessment is needed to: 

 Provide information about the teaching and learning process in music. 

 Help teachers to plan future teaching and learning activities and evaluate them. 
 Detect and diagnose difficulties experienced by individual children. 
 Inform children and parents on the progress children are making in music. 

Children demonstrate their musical ability in a variety of ways. Teachers assess children's work 
in music by making informal judgments as they observe them during lessons. Pupils are also 
encouraged to make judgments about how they can improve their own work. Assessment 
against the Curriculum allows us to consider each child's attainment and progress against 
expected performance descriptors which are age-related expectations. Photographic and video 
evidence of progress is stored on iDoceo, enabling accurate assessment of the children’s 
learning.  

Monitoring and Evaluating 

The music coordinator is responsible for reviewing and updating the policy. This would involve 
discussion with the whole staff; we discuss and examine the effectiveness of our planning, the 
usefulness of our teaching styles and strategies through staff meetings and informal discussion. 

Music Resources 

 A range of tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments - eg. cymbals, hand bells, chime 

bars, xylophone, glockenspiel, drums, tambourines, tambours, triangles, maracas, 
shakers, wood blocks, Boom Whackers, etc as well as a full class set of violins and cellos 
for use in WCET lessons and a class set of ukuleles for use in Y3. 

 A range of song books for piano and guitar. 

 A stereo in hall and classroom cassette players. 

 A range of CDs and cassettes including popular, classical and modern music from 
different times and cultures. 

 Sing-Up song bank resources, Charanga website  


